Critical Review of Research Assignment

This assignment requires that you identify an empirical article—an article that summarizes a research study which uses quantitative or qualitative data (and not an article that summarizes literature or discusses a research question in the absence of data)—and write a critical review of the research.  The papers should be 3-4 pages maximum, double spaced, 12-point font, and standard margins. In each, you will summarize (no more than 1 page) and critique (at least 2 pages) the substantive information in the reading.  

The summary should include a brief description of the main research questions/hypotheses addressed by the authors, the authors’ theoretical orientation or causal logic for their questions/hypotheses, study design characteristics, sample description, key measures, analysis strategy, and main findings.  If the research questions/hypotheses pertain to a specific policy or intervention, provide a brief description of it.
The critique should include a statement of the strengths (what the authors did well) and weaknesses (what they did not do well or failed to do) with respect to answering their research questions.  Comment on the legitimacy of the authors’ stated conclusions, given your assessment of the strengths and weaknesses.  You should also comment on the significance of the study for social work practice or policy, consider population subgroups that were not included in the study design and ways in which the study may hold different meaning for these subgroups, and identify at least two remaining questions about the primary topic that were unanswered by the researchers.  

You do not need to turn in the article critique worksheet, but you may want to use that worksheet to record notes as you read the articles you plan to critique. 
